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Enrolling Your Child in School 

“Enrolling Your Child in School” is the first topic in the English Learner Family Tool Kit. This tool kit is 
meant to support families of English learners (ELs) in the U.S. education system. Each topic has five parts: 
(1) Overview, (2) Family and Student Rights, (3) Questions to Ask School Staff, (4) Tips, and (5) Resources. 
Information varies for each topic, though some information may be repeated.   

Suggested Questions to Ask School Staff 

The following are sample, optional questions you may ask school staff to help you to enroll your child in 
school: 

1. Who can help me enroll my child in school? 

2. Will my child’s siblings enroll in this school? 

3. What documents must I bring to school or the district office to enroll my child? 

4. A minor relative is living with me, and I am not the legal guardian of that child. The child’s 
parents are not living with the child. Can I enroll the child in my local district? 

5. Can I get materials translated and an interpreter to help me talk with school staff? 

6. What is the deadline for providing the required documents and/or for getting any required 
vaccinations?  

7. What time does school start and end?  

8. How does my child get to school? Do I have to pay for transportation services? Where can I find 
information on bus routes and bus stops, and how can I find out if the bus is delayed? 

9. My child needs help learning English. How can I be sure that my child receives services to help 
him or her learn English? 

10. What supplies does my child need for school?  

11. Does the school have before- and after-school day care for my child? 

12. How can I enroll my child in after-school activities or in an after-care program (for elementary 
school children)? 

13. Is there a public preschool program for my 4-year-old child? If so, how can I obtain information 
about that program? 

14. What information about my child will the school share with people outside of the school? 

15. My child will be in high school. How can I get information about graduation requirements? 
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This document contains examples and resource materials that are provided for the user’s convenience. The 
inclusion of any material is not intended to reflect its importance, nor is it intended to endorse any views 
expressed, or products or services offered. These materials may contain the views and recommendations of 
various subject matter experts as well as hypertext links, contact addresses and websites to information 
created and maintained by other public and private organizations. The opinions expressed in any of these 
materials do not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the U.S. Department of Education. The U.S. 
Department of Education does not control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness 
of any outside information included in these materials. Mentions of specific programs or products in these 
examples are designed to provide clearer understanding and are not meant as endorsements.  


